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Thunder 
vs. Raptors 


The Oklahoma 
City Thunder 
slays the 
Toronto Raptors, 
124-107. 
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Investigation looks into use of food stamps 


BY BRIANNA BAILEY 
Staff Writer 
bbailey@oklahoman.com 


Two unregulated 
addiction recovery pro- 
grams in Oklahoma are 
under investigation for 
alleged food stamp ben- 


Feds seek 
details 
on state's 
school 
plan 


BY BEN FELDER 
Staff Writer 
bfelder@oklahoman.com 


The U.S. Depart- 
ment of Education has 
requested additional 
details and clarifications 
before giving Oklahoma's 
new school plan final 
federal approval. 

Under new require- 
ments with the Every 
Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), which replaced 
No Child Left Behind 
in late 2015, states are 
required to submit con- 
solidated plans that out- 
line how schools will be 
assessed and what steps 
will be taken to drive aca- 
demic improvement. 

Theoretically, ESSA 
aims to give states more 
control over how to track 
school success. But the 
ESSA guidelines include 
specific requirements 
when it comes to setting 
goals and tracking stu- 
dents. 

Oklahoma submitted 
its 218-page plan, called 
Oklahoma Engage, in 
September. 

Last week, the U.S. 
Department of Education 
asked for further infor- 
mation on more than a 
few dozen specific ele- 
ments of Oklahoma's 
plan, including how the 
state plans to track stu- 
dent growth among vari- 
ous student sub groups, 
how struggling schools 
exit an improvement plan 
and the process for how 
English language profi- 
ciency is measured at the 
school level. 

The U.S. Department 
of Education's requests 
appear similar to those 
made of several other 
states, according to a 
review of other letters. 

"The feedback from 
the U.S. Department of 
Education is not unex- 
pected," said Phil Bacha- 
rach, a state Department 
of Education spokesman. 
"A number of USDE's 
questions stemmed from 
data that had not been 
available at the time of 
the plan's submission 
deadline." 

Bacharachsaid the state 
took some exception with 
specific concerns raised 
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TODAY’S PRAYER 


God of salvation, all things are 
possible for those who put their 
trust and hope in You. Amen. 


efit fraud. 

The Oklahoma Depart- 
ment of Human Ser- 
vices' Office of Inspector 
General has launched an 
investigation into pos- 
sible food stamp fraud at 
Fort Gibson's Faith Based 
Therapeutic Community 


Corporation (FBTCC). 
The recovery program 
requires participants to 
work on a road crew or 
at other manual labor 
jobs and to hand over all 
of their earnings. Par- 
ticipants frequently are 
court-ordered to attend 


ORLD 


FBTCC, which is not 
licensed as a drug treat- 
ment program by the 
state of Oklahoma. 

The DHS investigation 
into FBTCC began after 
The Oklahoman reported 
graduates of the program 
claimed the work camp 


made them sign up for 
food stamp benefits, but 
fed them expired food 
donations and restau- 
rant leftovers. Several 
men told The Oklaho- 
man they were not fed 
lunch while working on a 
county road crew as part 


Stillwater. 


of the program. 

Mark Seabolt, founder 
of FBTCC, has declined 
to speak to The Oklaho- 
man and did not respond 
to a request for comment 
about the investigation. 
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™ SPECIAL 


NO.19 OSU VS. 
NO. 22 VIRGINIA TECH 


eWhat: Camping World Bowl 

eWhen: 4:15 p.m., Thursday 

eWhere: Camping World Stadium, Orlando 
eTV: ESPN (Cox8/HD 720, Dish 140, 
DirectTV 206, U-verse 6-2/HD 1602) 
eRadio: KXXY-FM 96.1 


Gundy appreciates 
final days with 
cherished seniors 


BY SCOTT WRIGHT 
Staff Writer 
à swright@oklahoman.com 


ORLANDO, FLA. — As he grows 
older, Oklahoma State coach 
Mike Gundy is learning to 


appreciate the moments 
of the football season 
that used to pass right 


by him. 
This week marks 
Gundy’s 12th con- 


secutive trip to a bowl 
\ game as the Cowboys’ 
head coach, and rather 
than let the experience 
become routine, he’s 
soaking in the special 
moments as his team 

prepares for the 4:15 

p.m. kickoff Thurs- 

day against Vir- 

_ ginia Tech in the 
Camping World 
Bowl. 

In particu- 
lar, Gundy has 
been enjoy- 
ing the last few 
days coaching 

his senior play- 
ers, a group that 
has been as mean- 


ingful as any to OSU football, and 
to what Gundy is working to build in 


| “They’re a special group,” Gundy 
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Oklahoma health insurance enrollment decreases slightly 


OKLAHOMA 
HEALTH 
INSURANCE 
SIGN-UPS 
THROUGH 
THE FEDERAL 
EXCHANGE 


2017: 141,504 
2016: 146,286 
2015: 145,329 
2014: 106,392 
2013: 69,221 


BY MEG WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
mwingerter@oklahoman.com 


Slightly fewer Okla- 
homans signed up to buy 
insurance through the 
exchange this year, but 
some market watchers had 
expected enrollment to fall 
much further. 

The Centers for Medi- 
care and Medicaid Services 
report 141,504 house- 
holds in Oklahoma signed 
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up for insurance through 
the exchange before open 
enrollment ended Dec. 15. 
The state’s total was down 
about 3 percent from last 
year, when146,286 house- 
holds signed up. 

The exchange is the most 
visible part of the Afford- 
able Care Act, also known 
as Obamacare. People 
who don’t have insur- 
ance through an employer 
or a government program 
can buy private insurance 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


Online: 


oklahoman.com/account 
Phone: 405-478-7171 


through the exchange. 
Many receive public funds 
to defray some of the cost 
of their coverage. 

David Blatt, executive 
director of the Oklahoma 
Policy Institute, said he 
had expected a bigger 
decrease in enrollment. 
The institute, which is 
based in Tulsa, generally 
supports the health care 
law. 

Under President Donald 
Trump, the federal gov- 
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ernment shortened enroll- 
ment from about 90 days 
to 45 days and cut the bud- 
gets for advertising and 
navigators to assist with 
sign-ups, Blatt said. Polls 
taken in the months before 
open enrollment also sug- 
gested confusion about the 
health care law was wide- 
spread, and some people 
mistakenly believed the 
law had been repealed. 
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